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Events
of the Month
Shabbat in the Park
Friday, August 25, 5:00 pm
at Warner Center Park
The Jewish Federation and
Shalom Institute sponsor this
annual Valley Shabbat in the Park
with several Valley congregations,
including Shir Ami. See article on
page 2 and flyer for details.

Rabbi’s Column

.

I’m sitting here at my computer writing an article for our Shir
Notes. And I’m thinking to myself, “This isn’t right! I’m
supposed to be on vacation (it’s July)! I’m supposed to be
wasting my time, not doing something productive!”
Right!? Isn’t Summertime a time to waste time? And not feel guilty doing it!
Well, agree with me or disagree, but I’ve decided that wasting time can be a
worthy pursuit! And after studying the science of wasting time, I’ve learned
how valuable wasting time can be!
One psychologist who studies such things wrote, “Wasting time is about
recharging your battery and de-cluttering. Taking time to be totally,
gloriously, proudly unproductive will ultimately make you better at your job.
But it’s also fulfilling in and of itself.”

BBQ and Barchu
Friday, September 8, 6:30 pm
at home of Gladys Sturman
So wasting time isn’t always a waste of time. But... there must be proper
ways to waste time, and improper ways. Right?

Our annual BBQ dinner will be
prepared by Ventura Kosher,
I don’t want to spend my vacation wasting time incorrectly. So I’m trying to
followed by White Shabbat Service figure out what is productive wasting time, and what...isn’t. Like binge
Under the Stars/Birthday Shabbat.
watching a t.v. series. Is this a good example of bad time management of
See article on this page and flyer.

Shabbat services at
de Toledo High School

wasting time? Or is there really nothing wrong with it? Even if it takes many
hours to get through 5 seasons of “Orange is the New Black.” How about
just sitting in the back yard and looking around, doing nothing? Sleeping in?
Reading a book or walking around the block?

Saturday, September 16 - 10:30 am
Anniversary Shabbat
How about taking a nap? Or maybe even a few naps. All in one day.

High Holy Day services at
de Toledo High School

And, after all (to put a Jewish twist on this), isn’t the best Shabbat one with a
few hours of just wasting time?

Wed., September 20th - 8:00 pm
Erev Rosh Hashanah
Thur, September 21st - 9:00 am
Rosh Hashanah 1st Day
Friday, September 22nd - 10:00 am
Rosh Hashanah 2nd Day
Contemporary service
Friday, September 29th - 6:45 pm
Kol Nidre
Sat., September 30th - 10:00 am
Yom Kippur

So, what’s the bottom line? Is wasting time truly a waste of time?
No! And so I’m really looking forward to finishing writing this article so I can
get back to wasting my time.
Which begins...now!
Rabbi David Vorspan

BBQ & Barchu September 8 is FREE *** to Shir Ami Members
by Sima Schuster, Event Co-Chair
Happy summer one and all! Hope you
all had a fabulous July, but now we are
fast closing in on August. That means
Labor Day, start of the normal Congregation Shir Ami schedule of services.
Rabbi’s Tisch and our wonderful fall programming.

Visit our website:

www.shirami.com

We will kick off the beginning of the High Holiday Season with a delightful BBQ and Baruchu. This is our annual BBQ dinner and services under
the stars.
(continued on page 2, *** see page 2 for rquirements).
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President’s Report
We’re midway through our Summer
vacation and now I know what a
brisket feels like when it’s in the oven.
The best way to take our minds off the Summer heat
is to think about all the cool things we have coming
up. August 25 we will be participating in the Valley’s
Shabbat in the Park at Warner Park. So, we all get
one last summer use of our picnic chairs and coolers
to have our own picnic dinners in the park followed
by Shabbat services.
And that just gives us a warm up for our Barbecue
and Barchu on September 8 at the home of Gladys
Sturman. If you actually read the Shir Notes, you
can find out how you can get both the Barbecue and
the Barchu for free, which is always a good deal.
Members have or will be receiving membership and
High Holy Day package for 2017-2018. And if you
complete and return your package with your deposit
check for the coming year, you will receive, free of
charge, our BBQ and Barchu. (OK, so you don’t
have to actually read the Shir Notes to find that out.)
After the BBQ and Barchu, we will be holding our
Saturday Shabbat services starting September 16.
We will be holding our High Holy Days services
beginning with Erev Rosh Hashanah on
Wednesday, September 20, carrying through to
Yom Kippur on September 30. Our services will be
led by Rabbi Vorspan and Cantor Goodman.
However, they can’t do everything, so make sure
you send in the Participation Form, where you get to
choose what you want to do. We will do our best to
accommodate your wishes.
By now, you should have received our “Save the
Date” for our testimonial honoring our beloved
Rebbitzen, Bonnie Vorspan on October 15.
So, as we finish out the summer and prepare for our
annual time of renewal, we look forward to 5778 and
another successful year with our.Shir Ami family.
As always, if you have any questions or want to
provide your input, please feel free to email me at
JDPistol@aol.com.
Thank you.
Jordan Pistol, President
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Annual BBQ & Barchu September 8
(continued) by Sima Schuster,
This year, it will be held on FRIDAY
September 8 at the home of Gladys
Sturman, 4411 Park Mallorca, Calabasas at 6:30 pm. We have our traditional chicken dinner catered by Ventura Kosher Meats
and enjoyed in Gladys’s lovely, bucolic backyard.
This year we have an unique twist! Membership
packets have been mailed out @ mid- July. Anyone
returning a completed packet (that means with a
check covering 1/3 dues, cost of extra family seats,
bima flowers and tribute book ads) will be eligible for
FREE BBQ DINNER (1 PER SINGLE MEMBERSHIP, 2
FOR FAMILY MEMBERSHIP). We must receive your
completed packet and check by August 18 to qualify.
If you register after that, you are still welcome to join
us at the full price of $ 24 per person. The FINAL
DEADLINE TO ATTEND THE DINNER IS MONDAY,
AUGUST 25. See flyer to make your reservation
Any questions? Please call Gladys Sturman at (818)
222-4694 or Sima Schuster at (818) 774-1951. We hope
you can join us for this lovely Shabbat experience.

Ritual Committee
Our first opportunity to pray and schmooze with fellow
Shir Ami-ites will be the annual Shabbat in the Park
Friday, August 25, 5:00 pm at Warner Ranch Park. We
(and Rabbi Vorspan) will participate with other Valley
congregations, rabbis, and cantors, starting with family
events and bring-our-own Shabbat picnic. The event is
sponsored by the Jewish Federation and the Shalom
Institute. See the flyer in this issue.
Our first Shabbat service as a congregation will be our
annual BBQ & Barchu Friday, September 8. The
article describing the event starts on page 1. I look
forward to seeing many of you there as we also
celebrate August/September Birthday Shabbat.
Our monthly Shabbat Torah Study at Northridge Mobile
Home Park will resume Saturday, October 7, 10:30 am.
This will be our fourth year studying the weekly
portionand timely rituals and holidays. This session will
be during Sukkot and we will learn more about this
important holiday. It is a great opportunity to learn with
me and our regular Shir Ami participants in a small
group setting.
Stan Schroeder, Ritual Vice President
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DONATIONS

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Congregation Shir Ami wishes to
acknowledge the following donations:

Birthdays

Yahrzeits
Karen Benson for Ruth Breyer
Rose Chaplan for Rachel March
Lynn Cherney for Dora Cherney
Esther Perez for Meyer Paparo
Ann and Seymour Potell for Libby Bernstein
Lonny and Nancy Gail Scharf for Claire Halprin
Edward and Fay Schneier for Janice Schneier
and Jess Schneier
Bonnie and Rabbi David Vorspan for Rabbi Max Vorspan

Birthdays
Gale Cohen
Jay Cohen
Ethel Granik (89)
Irwin Koransky
Stan Rosenbluth
Joshua Scharf
Stan Schroeder (87)

Anniversaries
Cheryl and Bill Niesen (48th)
Clara and Stan Rosenbluth (65th)
Sima and Stephan Schuster (50th)
Dan and Lorraine Simansky (52nd)
Alisha and Rabbi Ahud Sela (16th)
Elana and Ben Vorspan (10th)
Bonnie and Rabbi David Vorspan (46th)

Our Condolences
We regret to inform the congregational family of the passing of:
Joey Segal, dear friend of
member Ellen Fremed.
May God comfort Joey’s mother Lea Schwartz and
Ellen and their families at this time of their
bereavement.
Ellen and Lea and the entire Shir Ami family also
wish to express our appreciation to Lonny Scharf
and Rabbi David Vorspan for conducting the shiva
minyans at Lea’s home following the funeral.

Sam Hochberg................................
Phyllis Robinson.............................
Edward Schneier.............................
Paula Frankel..................................
Art Altshiller....................................
William Niesen................................
Stan Schroeder..............................
Paul Frankel..................................
Fay Schneier.................................
Shoshona Blaz...............................
Paullette Pistol..............................
Robert Licht...................................
Ed Halem......................................
Esther Karalnick............................
Maralyn Soifer..............................

8/5
8/5
8/5
8/6
8/12
8/15
8/24
8/27
9/4
9/5
9/5
9/8
9/9
9/16
9/26

Anniversaries
Nancy and Lonny Scharf...............
Claire and Lew Silverman...............
Heather and Mark Hyman..............
Carol and Art Altshiller....................
Linda and Harvey Tapper.............
Andrea and Leon Nachenberg........
Carol and Irwin Koransky...............

8/2
8/7
8/10
8/19
8/19
9/7
9/9

30th
62nd
14th
37th
45th
48th
50th

Congregational News
Get well wishes rafuah schleimah to:
Al Simon
Fran Kobulnick
Paullette Pistol
Gloria Weinstein

Sam Hochberg
Gerry Hochberg

May they be blessed with a complete recovery in
body and spirit.

Congregation Shir Ami Tribute Cards
Thanks to Phyllis Schroeder for
sending your cards celebrating
simchas and conveying your getwell and condolence messages.
She is creative with individualized,
artistic cards that include a message
and color graphics. Call her at (818) 718-7466.
Minimum donation of $5 per card is appreciated.
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Social Action Committee
I hope all of you are enjoying your summer
vacations! Before you know it, all the children will be
going back to school, the High Holy Days will be
here, and we will all see each other at Shabbat
Services and Congregation Shir Ami events.
In this Shir Notes you will find this
year’s SOVA High Holy Days food
drive flyer for what is needed most
by SOVA for all the needy families they help supply
with non-perishable and non-breakable food and
toiletries. Our SOVA barrels are available in the
deToledo High School lobby and waiting for your
donations at all services and events. During the High
Holy Day season we will have four SOVA barrels
available for your shopping bags of food at all
services between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.
SOVA also accepts your mailed personal checks
and food donations dropped off at their Valley food
bank located at 16439 Vanowen St., Van Nuys, CA
91406, just east of Havenhurst behind the Altadena
Dairy. If you have any questions, please feel free to
contact Fran Kobulnick. Please mention that you are
from Congregation Shir Ami.
We are collecting $10 Target gift
cards now for the women and
children in the domestic violence
shelters we help sponsor. These gift
cards are given to the women and children who
basically come into the emergency shelters with the
clothes on their backs. Most of them are brought into
the shelters after being rescued from domestic
violence. These women and children are always
very appreciative to our Congregation for giving
them these Target $10 Gift Cards. It allows them to
buy a basic necessity or something they really want.
Please be as generous as possible when
purchasing the cards ($10 cards only) as we treat
each woman and child equally. Please mail them to
me at 5139 White Oak Ave. #13, Encino, CA 91316,
or give them to our Committee members..
IWriting this in July, and our Committee is
akready planning and shopping for the
school supplies needed to fill our backpacks on Mitzvah Day, November 5. We
recently mailed our Mitzvah Day Letter
and flyer to many of you, and we look forward to
receiving of your return generous donations to help
us make this Mitzvah Day the best ever! We will be
filling about 170 backpacks for School-on-Wheels
with all the supplies the children in domestic
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violence and homeless shelters, foster homes, and
hospitals need for the school year. We shop over the
summer to get the best deals on school supplies, but for
some reason this year, the sales are not as great as in
previous years, so we really need your help in donations
for the backpacks! See flyer with this Shir Notes for more
information and whom to contact. We will be having
Jewish World Watch and Operation Gratitude projects
and a new creative project. As usual, there will be
speakers from our participating organizations.
We are working to obtain free flu shots from Walgreen’s
for our congregation, family, and friends. They have
provided this service the past two years at Mitzvah Day.
Looking ahead, we will again visit the West Valley Health
Care Center for our Hanukkah celebration in December
and have our annual Linen Shabbat for the domestic
violence shelters we help sponsor in January.
The Social Action Committee always welcomes new
volunteers and members to participate in our many
mitzvah projects. Please let us know if someone is ill or if
you think they would like to hear from us. Special Get
Well wishes to Gloria Weinstein!
Our committee and our families wish you and your
families a healthy, happy, and mitzvah-filled new year.
Please see pictures from our June Walk Around Lake
Balboa on page 8.
L'shanah tova,
Fran Kobulnick, Social Action Vice President

Operation Gratitude and Project MOT
by Charlene Kazel
Summer is waning and fall is gainiing; this year is flying
by fast. Our gargantuan thanks goes out to everyone who
has been supporting Operation Gratitude and bringing a
smile to have been or are now serving in the military.
Here’s what we have done for the first half of this year.
Operation Gratitude Project MOT
Books
503
16
Cards and Letters
857
190
Assorted gifts, comics, playing cards, etc.
I expect, with your help, to surpass
our all time high by the end of the
year. Let this be a year of inspiration, dedication, and peace. May
all your dreams come true.
Happy New Year, L'shanah tova
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Eshet Chayil – A Woman of Valor
by Sherry Dollins
Dear Friends,
Our members have already received
a SAVE THE DATE notice for a
Tribute Luncheon for our beloved
Rebbetzin, Bonnie Vorspan, to be
held on Sunday, October 15 at
Temple Ramat Zion. An invitation will be forthcoming
once we get closer to the luncheon date. Please mark
your calendars and plan to join us for this special event.
When deciding on which individual to honor this year,
the Board of Directors unanimously agreed that Bonnie
would be selected because of the many, many ways in
which she contributes to Congregation Shir Ami.
Evidence of her contributions is all around us when we
attend congregational events and religious services.
Her beautiful needlecraft examples adorn our
sanctuary. Her lovely voice and great knowledge are
shared with us every time she reads from the Torah.
Her dedication to the congregation is evident in the
sharing of her home for Around the Rabbi’s Tisch (and
on the Rebbetzin’s Chairs) and Sukkot parties.
Whenever we see her, Bonnie is always welcoming
and smiling a warm greeting.
The Tribute Luncheon will be professionally catered
and special entertainment will be enjoyed by all who
attend. A Tribute Book will be presented at the event as
well. Look for the Tribute Book ad form in the mail next
month and please send Bonnie your greetings and
and expressions of appreciation.
If you have any questions, please call me at
(818) 886-7590. I will be out of town for the first two
weeks in August, so you may call Ellen Fremed at
(818) 886-8853 for information during that time.
The members of the Tribute Committee (Sherry
Dollins, Chairperson, Ellen Fremed, Sheilah Hart,
Owen Delman, Sima Schuster, and Harvey Cohen)
thank you in advance for your support of this important
event and look forward to seeing you there. In the
meantime, have a great summer and try to stay cool.
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Rena Perez Doing Well Following July 10
Breast Cancer Surgery
Rena Perez, daughter of members
Bernice (z”l) and Ted Lipchultz (z”l)
and daughter-in-law of member
Esther Perez underwent a masectomy and reconstructive surgery
July 10. According to her husband,
Mark (Esther’s son), her recovery is
proceeding well.
Rena has her own blog at finewhateverblog.com
where she has posted about her dealing with the
process since her diagnosis three months ago. She
also writes about fashion, health, social media, and
everyday life. She is continuing blogging during her
recovery. See her blog for news, inspiration, and
tips. Refuah shleimah, a full recovery to Rena from
all of us at Congregation Shir Ami.

Jewish World Watch
by Rae Wazana
Founded on the shared history of the
Jewish people and the principle of
Tikkun Olam, Rabbi Harold M. Schulweis (z”l) and Janice Kamenir-Reznik of Valley
Beth Shalom created Jewish World Watch in 2004
after learning of the ongoing genocide in Darfur,
Sudan. Recalling the deafening silence during the
Holocaust, and the 1994 Rwandan genocide, Rabbi
Schulweis believed that we must not be silent in the
face of yet another genocide and that we cannot
stand idly by. Since its founding JWW has grown
from a collection of Southern California synagogues
(including Shir Ami) into an organization that draws
support from schools, churches, communities, and
partner organizations across the country .
The JWW Conejo Valley Walk to End Genocide will
be held on Sunday, May 6th, 2018 at the Thousand
Oaks Performing Arts Center.
Also, we are continuing to donate new full-size
personal-use items (such as shampoo, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, disposable razors, soap, body wash,
combs and brushes, etc.) to be used in “Welcome
Baskets and bags” for newly arrived Refugee
families who are in Southern California. JWW is
coordinating these donations with a few international
rescue agencies.
If you have any questions, please contact me at
(818) 881-5549. Thank you for your continued
support.
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My Trip to Israel with Shalom Hartman Institute
by Stan Schroeder
As I mentioned in the last Shir Notes,
I had registered for the Community
Leadership Program at the Shalom
Hartman Institute in Jerusalem. This
program is held every summer based on a selected
theme, this year: 1917, 1947, 1967. the Legacy of the
Past and the Future of Modern Israel. The theme is
especially timely in that we are now 50 years after 1967
when the Six Day War changed Israel’s boundaries and
political landscape. While reunifiying Jerusalem and
restoring the holy places in the Old City, it created a new
set of problems in Jerusalem and Judea and Samaria
(West Bank) that are still unresolved.
The program started the afternoon of June 21 and ended
the afternoon of June 28. I arrived two days before and
flew home 1 am the next day. In this article I will describe
the Institute’s purpose and history, and then list the
various topics covered in the program. In future articles I
will expand upon the individual topics.
The Shalom Hartman Institute is a pluralistic center of
research and education deepening and elevating the
quality of Jewish life in Israel and around the world.
Through their work, they are redefining the conversation
about Judaism in modernity, religious pluralism, Israeli
democracy, Israel and world Jewry, and the relationship
with other faith communities.
In 1971, Rabbi Professor David Hartman bid farewell to
his modern Orthodox congregation in Montreal and,
along with his wife Bobbi and their five children, made
aliyah to Israel. Congregants from Rabbi Hartman’s
synagogue recall their young rabbi speaking of his vision
to establish an institute in Israel, a place where Judaic
studies scholars would address the critical contemporary
challenges facing the Jewish people. By 1976, the
Shalom Hartman Institute was born - named for the
memory of Rabbi Hartman’s father.
After several changes of location to accommodate its
ever-increasing range of activities, the Institute was in
need of a permanent home. Teddy Kollek, former mayor
of Jerusalem and a longstanding supporter of Rabbi
Hartman, offered the Institute a large parcel of land
within the city’s prestigious "Cultural Mile." Completed in
1996, the Institute’s campus is an architectural jewel in
the heart of Jerusalem, a landmark of Jewish
scholarship.
Rabbi David Hartman died in February 2013 and the
leadership of the institute passed to his son, Rabbi
Donniel Hartman who has continued and expanded its
programs.
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Classes started at 9 am and continued, usually
after dinner until 9 or 9:30 pm. Lunch and dinner
were in the Hartman dining hall. Most meals were
served either buffet or family style. Classes were
either held in the main lecture hall (beit midrash)
with everyone attending or in classrooms with
groups of 20 - 25, and lasted 90 minutes. Generally
the last 30 minutes of the main lectures were for
questions. Some of the main lectures were panel
discussions with 2 - 5 panelists.
The lecture and classes were:
1917, The Idea of a Jewish Homeland for the
Jewish People
Can We Be One People? (panel)
1947: The Partition Plan (class)
1947: Rewriting Jewish Nationalism - Jews and
the World
Living With competing Jewish and Arab Narratives
(class)
A Conversation with Tal Becker (legal adviser and
former peace negotiator)
1967: Jerusalem - A Divided City
1967: The Multiple Meanings of Jerusalem (class)
The Transformations of American Judaism
Jewish Power; God in History
1967: Religion and Politics in Israeli Society (class)
1967-1970: Anxiety, Euphoria, and Concern Poetic Voices of Israel
The Vocabulary of Occupation and Liberation
2017: Establishing Our Moral Redlines
Moral Redlines: Conversations About Community
(class)
The Multiple Voices of the Settler Movement
(panel)
2017: Jewish Memory and the Future of Jewish
Politics
Closing Conversation with the iEngage Research
Team (panel) - This turned out to be mostly about
the Israel government decisions to suspend the
plan to implement the Kotel egalitarian prayer
area at Robinson’s Arch, and advance a bill that
would further empower of the haredi Orthodox
Chief Rabbinate over Jewish conversion. These
decisions were announced the previous day.

View of the front half of lecture hall at a lecture in
the beit midrash; gives a sense of the atmosphere
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Notes from our Cantor
by Cantor Roger Goodman
Avinu Malkeinu, chamol aleinu v'al
olaleinu v'tapeinu. “Our Parent, our
Sovereign, have compassion for us
and for our children and our infants.”
This verse from Avinu Malkeinu is usually said silently.
But you may have noticed that I usually chant it aloud.
On the spur of the moment, I started doing this after
our oldest son, Joshua, was born.
At that point, as a new father, had overflowing love for
my child. As an adult, I gained new feelings that
whatever our generation has wrongly done, or has
failed to do, the future lies with our children. They are
so innocent and beautiful, and we hope that God will
have merciful blessings for them, no matter what we
“elders” merit.
That feeling was intensified in June, when Joshua
and Julia welcomed Jacob Lev Goodman into the
world, which made Melody and me grandparents for
the first time. I know that many of you joined this
wonderful club years or even decades ago. But please
indulge us when we speak so enthusiastically about
Jacob. What a treasure!
The word tapeinu is the first person plural possessive
of taf. I was curious why the word used for infant
wasn’t yeled (child) or tinok (baby), so I did some
reading and learned two interesting things. First, taf
seems to come from tafaf, which means taking small,
quick, tripping steps. To me, that’s toddling, so taf
might be translated as toddler, one who clings to Mom
or Dad while tentatively starting to explore the world.
The second discovery is even more compelling. It
turns out that taf is a collective noun, always singular.
There’s no tapah (feminine) or tapim (plural), just taf.
So the equivalent translation would not be “our
infants,” but more like our progeny, our offspring, our
posterity, our young, our brood, or our youth, which
are all collective, singular nouns.
I then realized that the reason there are so many
synonyms for this concept and this grammar, in many
languages, is the same reason that everyone is so
excited to see a baby, with all the oohs and aahs.
Knowingly or subconsciously, we appreciate any
newborn as not only being attached to one set of
parents, but also as somehow belonging to all of us
human beings. We were created to be instinctively
inclined to adore all babies, to protect them if
necessary, and to hope that they will invigorate and
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repair the world. Of course God will have compassion for our lineage, and, we pray, for us as well.
I hope that you will join me for all of the congregational singing. Keep alive our Jewish tradition of
Prayer in Song. Lift up your voice! Join millions of
Jews around the world. If you don’t read Hebrew,
please refer to the transliterations booklet and the
accompanying cross reference of machzor pages.
And as we chant Avinu Malkeinu, let us all be moved
by loving thoughts of our children and grandchildren.
I am looking forward to the High Holy Days at Shir
Ami, and I hope to greet each and every one of you.
Melody, Joshua and Julia and Jacob, Jeffrey,
Kenny, Daniel, and my Dad Milton join me in
wishing all of you a year of peace, good health, joy,
and harmony. In the words of Penina Moise’s poem,
“With smiles again fond kindred meet, with hopes
revived, the New Year greet!”
L’Shanah Tovah uM’tukah,
A joyous and sweet
New Year

Avinu Malkeinu,
chadeish aleinu,
shanah tovah

Our Parent, Our Sovereign
let the new year be
a good one for us
Penina Moise (1797- 1880)

Editor’s note:

was a pioneer in the creation of the American
Reform Synagogue hymn. Her texts were styled
after celebrated 18th century poets and modeled
after Protestant hymns. Their content reflects the
aspirations of a generation of American Jews who
were born in the United States after the American
Revolution and were inspired to revitalize their faith
in a manner similar to the Protestant religious revival
during the early 19th century. They were first
published in a hymnal written for use in her
congregation, Beth Elohim in Charleston, South
Carolina in 1842.
New Year by Penina Moise
Into the tomb of ages past
Another year hath now been cast:
Shall time, unheeded, take its flight,
Nor leave one ray of moral light,
That one man’s pilgrimage may shine,
And lead his soul to spheres divine.
Peace to the house of Israel!
May joy within it ever dwell!
May sorrow on the opening year,
Forgetting its unaccostomed tear,
With smiles again fond kindred meet,
With hopes revived the festal greet!
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Walk Around Lake Balboa June 4 for Blue Card Fund/ Needy Holocaust Survivors

Fiona Taylor introducing our speaker,
Holocaust survivor Dr. Jacob Eisenbach
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TREE OF LIFE

This beautiful Tree of Life, with leaves
priced at $100 and rocks at $250 (one
remaining), makes a perfect way to
celebrate family occasions and support
Congregation Shir Ami.
The Tree is on a rosewood background
and consists of gold-colored leaves and
rocks. It is displayed at all Congregation
Shir Ami services and events.
For more information or to place an order,
call Sherry Dollins at (818) 886-7590.

Tisha B’Av (Ninth of Av) August 1
(excerpted mostly from Jewish Virtual Library)
Tisha B'Av, the Fast of the Ninth of Av, is a day of
mourning to commemorate the many tragedies that
have befallen the Jewish people, many of which
coincidentally have occurred on the ninth of Av.
Tisha B'Av primarily commemorates the destruction of the
first and second Temples, both
of which were destroyed on the
ninth of Av (the first by the Babylonians in 586
BCE; the second by the Romans in 70 CE).
Although this holiday is primarily meant to
commemorate the destruction of the Temples, it is
appropriate to consider on this day the many other
tragedies of the Jewish people, many of which
occurred on this day, most notably the expulsion of
the Jews from Spain in 1492.

Congregation Shir Ami Memorial Board

If you would like to honor the memory of your
loved ones by dedicating plaques on our new
Memorial Board, please call Sherry Dollins at
(818) 886-7590 so she may mail you an order
form. The cost of each plaque is $36.
Each plaque may contain up to three lines of
engraving: English name, Hebrew name, and
the years of birth and death. Both of our
Memorial Boards are displayed at all our
services.

The restrictions on Tisha B'Av are similar to those on
Yom Kippur: to refrain from eating and drinking
(even water); washing, bathing, shaving or wearing
cosmetics; wearing leather shoes; and engaging in
sexual relations. Work in the ordinary sense of the
word is also restricted. People who are ill need not
fast on this day. Many of the traditional mourning
practices are observed: people refrain from smiles,
laughter, and idle conversation, and sit on low
stools.
In synagogue, the book of Lamentations is read and
mourning prayers are recited. The ark (cabinet
where the Torah is kept) is draped in black.
In Jerusalem masses gather in the Kotel (Western
Wall) Plaza seated on the floor and low stools to
mourn the destruction of the Temples. Many sleep
the night on the stone floor on the Kotel Plaza as an
expression of mourning for the destroyed Temples.

Shop at Ralphs - Earn Money for Shir Ami
by Maralyn Soifer
Here is an easy way to earn
money for our Temple. We
are now officially a Ralphs’ community agency. All
you have to do is follow these simple instructions to
help earn money for Congregation Shir Ami.
1. If you don’t have a Ralph’s rewards card already,
go to the store or go to website www.ralphs.com
and select Order a Ralphs reward card.
2. Once you have your card, go to the website:
www.ralphs.com and select Create an account
3. If you have an account, your email address is your
account ID. If you forgot your password, select
Forgot your password? and you will receive an
email with instructions to reset it. Follow the
instructions to enter your email address and
create a new password.
4. If you already have a Ralph’s reward card and an
account, you will see Account Summary when you
login. You can change to our Temple by clicking
on Edit within Community Rewards.

August-September 2017
You can do a search for Congregation Shir Ami
by putting in the number 92785. Our congregation will pop up and click on the button next to
the name. Click on the button that saves the
changes.
5. You should also check the bottom of your
receipt when you shop. It should say “At your
request, Ralph’s is donating to
CONGREGATION SHIR AMI”.
6. If all else fails, call me in the evening at (818)
704-0306. I’ll be happy to walk you through it.
7. Start Shopping!
Make sure that the clerk swipes your card each
time you shop. Verify that your receipt shows a
contribution to Congregation Shir Ami at the
bottom.
Important Note: All participants must confirm
their selection annually starting in September.
On or after September 1, sign into your account
and reconfirm Community Rewards selection.

Congregation Shir Ami
P.O. Box 6353
Woodland Hills, CA 91365
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Congregation Shir Ami invites you to attend its annual
BBQ AND BARCHU
FREE to MEMBERS! (who have paid 1/3 membership + extras by August 18)
&
WHITE SHABBAT
Friday, September 8
DINNER AT 6:30 pm
FOLLOWED BY KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICES at 7:30
Held at home of Gladys Sturman
4411 Park Mallorca, Calabasas (818) 222-4694
Please join us for this special evening. We will share a delicious catered barbecued chicken
dinner with all the fixin’s by Ventura Kosher and then participate in outdoor Shabbat services led
by Rabbi Vorspan. We encourage you to dress in white clothing to help Rabbi Vorspan remember
his summer camp Shabbat experiences. This program has been a favorite of the congregation for
over 15 years! Call Sima at (818) 774-1951 or Gladys for more information.
Dinner: $24 person for guests
The ABSOLUTE deadline for dinner reservations is Friday, September 1st
---------------------------------------------------------------Tear Off---------------------------------------------------Please return this reservation form with your check by September 1 to
Congregation Shir Ami – BBQ and Barchu
P.O. Box 6353
Woodland Hills, CA 91365
Name_________________________________Phone No._______________________
No. of members (No charge)_________ No. of guests and members after deadline @ $24_________
(if 1/3 membership and extras paid by Aug. 18)
Total enclosed $______________________

ATTENTION……..ATTENTION!!
For the first time ever, Congregation Shir Ami is
offering an incentive for early bird registration!
Membership packets were mailed on July 20th.

In appreciation of our devoted members,
we are offering a special incentive for early bird registration.
If we receive your membership renewal packet and check
for deposit by August 18th ,
you will receive a FREE DINNER at the Barbecue and Barchu!!
(2 for couples)

EARLY!!!!!!!!!!!!

Congregation Shir Ami Schedule of Shabbat Services 2017
Conducted by Rabbi David Vorspan at de Toledo High School,
22622 Vanowen St., West Hills
Services held in library near the front entrance
Saturday 10:30 am (unless otherwise noted)

September 2017
Friday, September 8 - BBQ and Barchu
at home of Gladys Sturman (see flyer for details)
Dinner at 6:30 pm, Service Under the Stars and
Birthday Shabbat 7:30 pm following dinner
Saturday, September 16 - Anniversary

October 2017
Saturday, October 14 - Birthday
Saturday, October 28 - Anniversary

November 2017
Saturday, November 4 - Birthday
Saturday, November 18 - Anniversary

December 2017
Saturday, December 2 - Birthday
Saturday, December 16 - Anniversary

David Vorspan
Rabbi

Jordan Pistol
President

If you would like more information about our congregation please visit our
website at www.shirami.com

Congregation Shir Ami Mitzvah Day
Sunday, November 5 at 9:00 AM sharp
Temple Judea Social Hall
5429 Lindley Ave., Tarzana
Our Social Action
Committee will once
again organize our
congregation to fill
school backpacks for
the School on Wheels
program.
Every week, hundreds of School on Wheels’ volunteer tutors give hope, educational assistance
and support to the thousands of homeless children living in Southern California.
School on Wheels provides one-on-one tutoring for homeless kids who live in shelters, motels,
group foster homes and on the streets. In addition to weekly tutoring and mentoring, every
student receives a backpack, school supplies, and uniforms; students get assistance enrolling in
school and with locating and filing school records; and each student receives a toll-free phone
number for around-the-clock School on Wheels’ support.
They do all this with no government funding. They survive through the donations of people like
you who believe as we do that every child has potential and every volunteer makes a difference.

Other Mitzvah projects will be available to those who must sit down.
Please bring non-breakable/non-perishable food for the SOVA food drive.
For further information call Leon Nachenberg at (818) 885-6736 or Fran
Kobulnick at (818) 345-2405.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Name: ________________________________ Mail this tear-off to sign
Phone No. ____________
up for Mitzvah Day 2017
Number of backpacks @ $18 each: _________
Other donation:
$18
$36
$54
$72
$108
$216
I will attend: YES
NO
Number of people attending: _________
Checks must be payable to Congregation Shir Ami (put Mitzvah Day in
the memo) and mailed to P.O. Box 6353
Community Service School
Woodland Hills, CA 91365
credit for students

Congregation Shir Ami
Schedule of High Holy Days Services
5778/2017
Rabbi David E. Vorspan
Hazzan Roger Goodman
All Services will be held at
de Toledo High School auditorium
22622 Vanowen St.
West Hills
Erev Rosh Hashanah
Wednesday, September 20th
8:00 pm

David Vorspan
Rabbi

Rosh Hashanah 1st Day
Thursday, September 21st
9:00 am

Roger Goodman
Hazzan

Rosh Hashanah 2nd Day Contemporary Service
Friday, September 22nd
10:00 am
Kol Nidre
Friday, September 29th
6:45 pm
Yom Kippur
Saturday, September 30th
10:00 am
Yizkor approximately 12:45 pm
Blessing of Children approximately 7:15 pm
www.shirami.com

Jordan Pistol
President

High Holiday Food Drive
September 20th – 30th, 2017
29 Elul 5777 – 10 Tishrei 5778

Jewish Family Service of Los Angeles { SOVA depends on your donations to meet the ongoing hunger
crisis in our community. Donations directly benefit the nearly 9,000 people who visit our pantries each
month – people of all ages, races and religions. Please be as generous as you can be – the need has
never been greater. Listed below are our greatest needs.
Peanut Butter
Rice

Canned Tuna/Fish
Canned Meats
(beef stew, chili w/meat, chicken etc.)

Canned or Dry Soup
Whole Grain Cereal

We also welcome other non-perishable foods, personal hygiene items and children’s books including:
Dry Beans
Dry Pasta
Dry Milk
100% Juice
Oatmeal

Tomato Sauce
Canned Beans
Canned Vegetables
Canned Fruit
Canned Pasta

Cooking Oil
Kosher Foods
Diapers/Wipes
Soap
Shampoo/Conditioner

Razors
Deodorant
Lotion
Toothpaste
Toothbrushes

Please avoid glass jars and expired, opened or perishable foods.

For more information, please visit www.jfsla.org/SOVA
or call Kathi Dawidowicz at (818) 988-7682 ext. 120

SHABBAT
IN THE
PARK

FRIDAY
AUGUST 25, 2017
Bring your family,
a picnic dinner
and join the community!
4:30 pm – Arts & Crafts, Drum Circle,
Social Action Project, Torah Talks
6:00 pm – Shabbat Service led by Community Clergy
7:00 pm – Concert with Capa’im Band – back by popular demand!
Warner Center Park
5800 Topanga Canyon Blvd., Woodland Hills
Limited free street parking is available or
$5 in lot across from the main stage. Follow signage.
For more information:
Marsha Rothpan – marsha@shalominstitute.com
Tiffiny Kosloy – tkosloy@koltikvah.org
RSVP at shabbatinthepark.org
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