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Events
of the Month
Shabbat services at
de Toledo High School

Rabbi’s Column

.

For my concentration-challenged friends, I’ve been trying to
think of holidays that have the briefest liturgy. Of course, the
High Holy Days are immediately out, as are the Pilgrimage
Festivals (Pesach, Shavuot, and Sukkot).

Saturday, December 2 - 10:30 am Purim has the reading of the Book of Esther. Tisha B’Av includes the
Birthday Shabbat
haunting chanting of the book of Eicha. So they’re out.
Saturday, December 16 - 10:30 am
Anniversary Shabbat

Tu BiShvat, Arbor Day, has an extended meal-oriented service. Yom
Annual Congregation Meeting Ha’atzmaut (Israel Independence Day) can include the reading of a special
Wednesday, Dec. 6, 8:00 pm Scroll recounting the creation of the state. Yom Hazikron, which is the day
before Yom H’atzmaut, includes prayers in remembrance of those who died
at de Toledo High School
All Shir Ami members are encour- in the creation of Israel. Also time consuming.
aged to attend and participate in the
It seems that Hanukkah has the briefest liturgy! Two prayers (3 the first
election of officers for 2018.

Around the Rabbi’s Tisch
Thursday, December 7
7:30 pm at the Vorspans’

night) and the lighting of candles. That’s it! We don’t even have to sing any
songs. Or open presents.
Is this why so many people consider Hanukkah to be one of our most

Our 5778 season of Rabbi’s weekly important holidays?! Even without a banquet!
discussion continues. Call Rabbi at
(818) 888-9817 or see flyer.
This has to be the reason. It can’t be for what Hanukkah stands for. Many

Jews can’t get the history quite right. No, it wasn’t a battle against the
Soc. Action Hanukkah Party
Romans, and, no, it’s not eight days long because of a miracle of oil. Nor
Friday, Dec. 15, 1:00 pm
was it a battle for religious freedom, and we have to know what Hellenization
West Valley Healthcare Center was to fully understand this holiday.
See article on page 4.

In fact, some Jews love this holiday so much, they don’t mind celebrating it
for all the WRONG reasons, believing it is a Jewish Christmas, decorating
their homes with Hanukkah bushes and putting blue and white stockings on
Stan Schroeder leads our monthly the fireplace.
Torah and Shabbat Study
Saturday, Dec. 9, 10:30 am
Northidge Mobile Home Park

study and discussion session. See
article on page 5 and flyer.

Classics to Klezmer
Sunday, Dec. 10, 2:00 pm
at de Toledo High School
Neal Brostoff presents an afternoon of the evolution of Jewish
music, through verbal and musical
entertainment. See article on
page 3 and flyer.

A holiday with so little liturgy and ritual, we should at least get the meaning
right. We have just a couple of weeks to talk about the true lessons of
Hannukah. Come to the Tisches Thursday evenings leading up to the
Festival of Lights. Attend our Shabbat services prior to the holiday when we
will be reviewing the lessons and history of Hannukah. Or study this holiday
on the internet.
For a holiday with so little to it, there actually is so much to it!
Hanukkah Sameach!
Rabbi David Vorspan

Honoring Rabbi Harold Schulweis z”l at Dec. 18 Shabbat Service
Rabbi Vorspan and Stan Schroeder will present a special
tribute to Rabbi Harold Schulweis on his third yahrzeit at
our Shabbat service December 18. He was a leader of
Conservative Judaism and founder of Jewish World Watch.
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Special Shabbat Service Saturday, January 6

Shalom and Happy Chanukah,

by Ellen Fremed

As we round out 2017, we have a
chance to look back at what we have accomplished
this year and look to what we hope to accomplish in
the year ahead. We had what can only be called and
fantastically successful Mitzvah Day. And it was
successful in more ways than we planned.

Please mark your calendars and plan
to attend our January 6th service at
10:30 am at de Toledo High School,
22622 Vanowen Street, West
Hills. Two very special things
will be happening at that
service.

Not only did we fill a record number of backpacks for
the School on Wheels, but we had a little help from
an unexpected source. While we were filling the back
packs, a young girl and her father came into our
room. They were not eyeing our coffee and our
noshes, but asked about what we were doing. When
I explained it, the young girl asked if she could help.
She had been making Mitzvah Day posters, but she
really wanted to do something that, in her own words,
“really helped people.” Then, she and her father, and
later her mother and brother, proceeded to fill back
packs. So, in addition to our other activities on
Mitzvah Day, it appears we helped send a future
social action chairman of whatever congregation she
belongs to on her path. Just another example how
Shir Ami passes on its traditions and experience to
succeeding generations.
I hope to see many of you at our members meeting.
This is the time when you can have your say, ask
questions of your board and officers and elected new
board members and officers. This is also a good time
for those who want to help direct Shir Ami through
2018 to volunteer to be on the board. As I was told by
our founding president Harvey Cohen when he
asked me to join the board, “you won’t have to do
anything.” Right! But it is a way to put your own ideas
into action.
We will be ending 2017 with our full schedule of
Shabbat Services, Around the Rabbi’s Tisch and our
programs as described in this Shir Notes. Be sure to
read it and participate in as many of our activities as
you can because your participation enhances
whatever we do.
As always, if you have any questions or want to
provide your input, please feel free to email me at
JDPistol@aol.com.
Thank you.
Jordan Pistol, President

1) We will be welcoming our new members into the
family with a special prayer from Rabbi Vorspan and;
2) we will be consecrating our new officers.
Please make every effort to attend and greet our new
members as well as support our officers. Your
attendance will mean a great deal to all!

From the Hochma of Ben Sirach
2nd Century BCE in Jerusalem
Do not forsake an old friend, for a new
one is not equal to him..
Do not envy the glory of the sinner; for you do not
know what disaster awaits him.
Do not winnow in every wind, and do not start off in
every direction.

2018 Shir Ami Officers and Board Nominees
President: Jordan Pistol
Executive Vice President: Harvey Cohen
Treasurer: Mike Easley
Secretary: Karen Benson
Program VPs: Sima Schuster and Gladys Sturman
Ways and Means VP: Sherry Dollins
Membership VP: Ellen Fremed
Ritual VP: Stan Schroeder
Social Action VP: Fran Kobulnick
Board of Directors:
Owen Delman
Becky Finlay
Barbara Grubman
Sheilah Hart
Steve Schuster
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DONATIONS

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Congregation Shir Ami wishes to
acknowledge the following donations:

Birthdays

Yahrzeits
Doris Beck
Ben Bloom for Linda Bloom
Ethel Granik for Harold Granik and Sam Granik
Ann and Seymour Potell for David Potell, Yetta Blankstein,
and Herb Potell
Clara and Stan Rosenbluth for Frank Wolf
Lonny and Nancy Scharf for Edward Halprin
Ozzie Strassner for Fannie Strassner
Fiona Taylor and Stan Goodman for Sheena Mendoza
Armand and Rae Wazana for his mother Messoda Wazana

Birthdays
Alan Burman
Peg Kovar
Armand Wazana

Other
Judy Eisikowitz in honor of the Schroeders' anniversary

Congregational News
Get well wishes rafuah schleimah to:
Fran Kobulnick
Jacquie Gordon
Gloria Weinstein
Ann Potell
Steve Schuster
Fran Friedman
May they be blessed with a complete recovery in
body and spirit.
.

Congregation Shir Ami Tribute Cards
Thanks to Phyllis Schroeder for
sending your cards celebrating
simchas and conveying your getwell and condolence messages.
She is creative with individualized,
artistic cards that include a message
and color graphics. Call her at (818) 718-7466.
Minimum donation of $5 per card is appreciated.

Harvey Tapper...............................
Davida Tydings.............................
Rae Wazana.................................
Rabbi David Vorspan....................
Becky Finlay..................................
Steve Spetner...............................
Andrea Nachenberg.......................
Fran Friedman..............................
Mark Hyman.................................
Laura Simon.................................

12/2
12/8
12/8
12/9
12/14
12/20
12/24
12/25
12/25
12/25

Anniversaries
Ellie and Jerry Zatz........................ 12/6 58th
Ann and Seymour Potell................ 12/9 67th
Barbara and Neil Hattem............... 12/29 43rd

Classics to Klezmer Sunday, December 10, 2 pm
by Sima Schuster and Gladys Sturman
Succot is over and we say farewell to the fall holiday
season. But the celebration continues with Chanukah.
Our Shir Ami Program Committee has created a
wonderful musical presentation called Classics to
Klezmer.
Neal Brostoff will take us on a delightful
journey through legendary Jewish Music.
Neal was the Music Programs Coordinator
for the Mickey Katz Endowed Chair in
Jewish Music at UCLA. He has taught
Jewish music courses at Loyola Marymount University,
American Jewish University, and UCLA. He has
independently produced Jewish music concerts and
festivals and has served as Cultural Affairs Director for
the Israeli Consulate in Los Angeles and as Music
Specialist at the Skirball Cultural Center.
The program will be held Sunday, December 10 at de
Toledo High School from 2-4 pm. The cost is $10 per
person and includes coffee and cookies. See the flyer in
this Shir Notes to register. Call Gladys at (818) 2224694 for more information,
Join us for a joyous introduction to Chanukah.
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Congratulations to Leon Nachenberg, Chair of
Mitzvah Day, the Social Action Committee, and to all
those who participated and supported our annual
Mitzvah Day November 5. Special thanks to Rabbi
and Bonnie Vorspan and to our Board of Directors
who have led and inspired everyone to participate in
our community mitzvah projects.

candles. Potato latkes, apple sauce and a
special dessert will be served. Claire Silverman
will lead a sing-along with Shabbat and holiday
songs. Also a special holiday gift will be given to
all residents, concluding with one-on-one visits. This is
truly a special mitzvah project that residents look forward
to! Everyone is welcome to join our Committee. Please
contact Rae Wazana, Claire Silverman, or Sheilah Hart
for more information.

I am very proud to say that we filled over
200 backpacks that we donated to School
on Wheels. We had the opportunity to hear
ithe best volunteer speaker we ever had
from School on Wheels. He truly was an
inspiration to all of us. Shopping for Mitzvah Day
school supplies in advance is truly very difficult. Next
time you see members of our Committee, please
take the time to thank them personally.

Our annual Linen Shabbat to benefit the
Domestic Violence shelters will be
Saturday, January 20 at our Shabbat service at de
Toledo High School. Please read the Linen Shabbat flyer
in this newsletter for details about the linens needed.
Please remember to bring your non perishable and non
breakable food to all services and temple events for the
SOVA barrels.

Special thanks to Mr. Shin, Store Manager of
Walgreens in Tarzana. He and his staff administered
over 60 flu shots to Temple Judea and Shir Ami
members on Mitzvah Day. Thanks to Sam
Kobulnick for making those arrangements at
Temple Judea and at Temple Ramat Zion.
Rae Wazana led us in a beautiful Jewish World
Watch Mitzvah Day project. Thank goodness we
have so many talented artists who designed and
completed fabric patches for the blankets that will be
presented to countries we have supported during
their fight against genocide. Call Rae for more
information.
Thanks also to Charlene Kazel for her dedication to
Operation Gratitude and Project MOT. She has led
us in card writing to the military, collecting new and
gently used books, and other articles needed for the
care packages sent to our military. Call Charlene to
find out how you can help.
Hear ye! Hear ye! We need your help
ASAP! We are still collecting $10
Target gift cards for the women and children in
the domestic violence shelters we help sponsor for
the holidays. They will be given at the beginning of
Hanukkah. Please call me or you may give them to
Committee members at all services and events.
We remind you that our Committee will be going to
West Valley Healthcare Center (7057 Shoup Ave.
in Canoga Park) Friday, December 15 at 1:00 pm.
We will be having a Hanukkah Shabbat with the
residents. We will perform the traditional Shabbat
blessings and then everyone will light the Hanukkah

My special thanks to all those who have kept me in your
thoughts and prayers during this very difficult time, Your
kindness, outreaching of thoughtfulness and generosity
are much appreciated by our whole family. Please keep
your prayers coming, they are indeed appreciated!
To Rabbi and Bonnie Vorspan, thank you for your
inspiration in promoting others to participate in so many
mitzvot .We truly are the little shul that could and does!
We can be proud we are part of Congregation Shir Ami;
look at all the people who benefit from your kindness and
dedication to making our world a better place.
I hope everyone had a very memorable Thanksgiving
with family and friends. On behalf of our Committee and
our families, we wish you and your families a very happy,
festive and joyful Hanukkah! Please remember those
who would love to share in your festivities.
Fran Kobulnick, Social Action Vice President

Fran Friedman, Our Sunshine Lady
We are indeed blessed to have
Fran Friedman to brighten the
lives of those of us in need of
healing or just a cheery voice at
the other end of the phone line.
She calls us to offer her prayers
and encouragement and let us know there is
someone who cares about us. If you want to be on
her list, or know someone who needs her healing
energy, call her at (818) 514-6994.
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Jewish World Watch

Ritual Committee

by Rae Wazana

As 2016 comes to a close (where has the year
gone?) it is time, as a congregation, to count our
blessings. Here is my list:

On Mitzvah Day, our Congregation
participated in a lovely art project to make
“Quilts of Care” for refugee camps. These “quilts” are
more like light-weight tapestries to bring color and
shade in the refugee camps for people escaping
genocide and mass atrocities. We decorated squares
of muslin with fabric markers to provide pictures of
hope and concern to these people. Thanks Bonnie
Vorspan, especially for cutting the fabric and for
stitching these “quilts of care” together. Also, thanks to
everyone who participated in this project for JWW.
Unfortunately, as we near the end of 2017, there is a
new concern of possible genocide against the
Rohingya people, who are a predominantly Muslim
ethnic group, living in the western state of Rakhine in
Myanmar (formerly Burma). The Rohingya are denied
citizenship in Myanmar, and more than 600,000
Rohingya refugees have fled to Bangladesh since
August 25, 2017. Myanmar security forces began a
“scorched earth” campaign against Rohingya villages
inflicting such atrocities as rape, killing of children as
well as women and men, and burning down their
homes. The United Nations describes the Rohingya
people as one of the most persecuted groups – both at
the hands of government militias and by the Buddhist
majority in Myanmar.
A few weeks ago, Jewish World Watch led a rally of
support for the Rohingya people outside of the
Myanmar Consulate in Los Angeles. JWW is urging
people to take action by emailing our Congressional
Representatives and Senators asking them to support
statements of condemnation and individual sanctions
against the perpetration of this violent persecution of
this Rohingya minority in Myanmar.
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson traveled to Myanmar
to meet with government and military leaders there to
express the United States’ concern over the violent
abuses and atrocities committed against the
Rohingya. Tillerson and others are calling this a
humanitarian crisis.
Also, please mark your calendars for next year’s JWW
Walk to End Genocide which will be held again in
Thousand Oaks on Sunday, May 6th,2018. We will
have a Walk Team participating in this annual Walk.
Thank you, everyone, for your continued support of
Jewish World Watch!

Shabbat services: Our twice monthly Contemporary
service led by Rabbi David Vorspan and featuring
Torah Reader Rebbetzin Bonnie Vorspan, includes
sharing what we are thankful for before the Amidah
prayer. I have the privilege of ending the sharing by
telling of some Jewish event or person that has
enriched our lives. Rabbi’s commentary on the Torah
portion leads to a lesson and discussion of how it
can be applied to our lives. We conclude with an
upbeat Adon Olam and a Kiddush for shmoozing.
Everyone is invited to sing and pray with us.
Thanks to Claire Silverman, Jacquie Gordon,
Sheilah Hart, Helga Unkeless, and Judy Eisikowitz
for setting up and cleaning up and Jerry Gort and
Phyllis Schroeder for making and bringing coffee.
Around the Rabbi’s Tisch (and on the Rebbetzin’s
chairs): We spend 20 Thursday nights per year in
the Vorspan dining room discussing the Rabbi’s
selected Jewish wisdom and writings and viewing
current events from a Jewish perspective. It is an
hour of learning, humor, and comraderie. All
members are invited to participate and enjoy. See
flyer for more details.
Torah/Shabbat Study with Stan Schroeder: We
spend one Saturday morning per month discussing
the weekly Torah portion, the Shabbat prayers that
are included in our Contemporary service, and
various subjects relevant to Conservative Judaism.
Our small group reads a synopsis of the parshah of
the week and commentaries by rabbis and scholars
to help us understand how the timeless Torah can
lead to a more meaningful Jewish life in our time.
See flyer for more details.
Shir Notes, our monthly newsletter: You are
reading Shir Ami’s Sollie gold medal award-winning
newsletter that I have been editing, publishing, and
writing articles for the last ten years. I hope it keeps
you abreast of our services and events and provides
interesting and entertaining reading. Thanks to
Rabbi Vorspan, Jordan Pistol, Owen Delman,
Fiona Taylor, Fran Kobulnick, Charlene Kazel,
Rae Wazana, Sherry Dollins, and Mike Easley for
their contributions through the years.
Hag Sameach Chanukah,
Stan Schroeder, Ritual Vice President
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Hanukkah in Israel

by Charlene Kazel

by Stan Schroeder

This is the month of holidays and cheer; good wishes to
all for a very Happy Hannukah and second Happy New
Year (2018).

Hanukkah is one of the
most beautiful Jewish
holidays, it commemorates the win of the
Maccabees against the Greeks’ impositions of
their gods, even after the whole city was
destroyed. The lighting of the candles comes
from the miracle of the Menorah that kept its light
for eight days with oil for only one. It lasts for
eight days and every day a new candle of a
Menorah is lit. It’s especially beautiful in Israel,
where anywhere you are, when it’s time to light a
candle everyone comes together to sing and
light the candles.

And if you’re in need of a little cheer, just visit the gals
at Operation Gratitude and offer to volunteer, They are
located at 21100 Lassen St. in Chatsworth (corner of
Variel). You can park in the front of the building, if there
is room, or in the rear. There is a flag on the building.
When you pass through the two doors at the entrance,
look to your left at the Wall of Heroes. My grandson
Zachary’s picture in his Navy uniform is toward the
lower right. Then make a left turn and go down the hall.
On the right you will be greeted and cheered up by the
gals to whom we give our donations. You will probably
see Lil sitting at the table and may recognize her from
being on TV when she made her announcement to the
world that she was 92. She was, as always, sitting at
that table.
Lil has a hat to match every outfit. If you go on a Friday,
be sure to wear red. I think that’s part of the dress code
and Lil made it up.
I wanted to list the names of everyone at the “meet and
greet” table, but the supervisor signed the receipt that
day and said there were too many to list because they
could change day by day.
As of writing this article, we have donated to Operation
Gratitude and Project MOT (combined):
803 books
1525 cards
miscellaneous gifts of playing cards, magazines, etc.
Thank you for making this our best year ever.
May your Hanukkiah shine brightly and bring the
blessings of peace, prosperity, the love of family and
friends, and whatever is in your heart. And may all your
prayers be answered.

Hanukkah may come at the darkest time of year,
but the festival of light is one of the most exciting
times of the year to be in Jerusalem or elsewhere
in Israel.
The cities are alive with special decorations,
hanukkiahs in the windows, special events for the
whole family, and lots of sufganiyot (jelly filled
doughnuts) at all the
bakeries.
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Modi’in and the Maccabees: Then and Now
by Stan Schroeder
As we enter the Hanukkah
season, I reflect on the
stories of miracles we tell
as we celebrate the holiday
and the reality of the
miracle of the Jewish State
of Israel. We read from the first Book of Maccabees
about the Jewish revolt against Antiochus IV
Epiphanes, ruler of the Seleucid Empire, who issued
decrees in 167 BCE banning Jewish practices such as
sacrifice and circumcision. When Antiochus’ emissaries
went to Modi’in to enforce the decrees, Mattathias, a
high priest, killed a Hellenistic Jew who stepped
forward to offer a sacrifice to an idol. Mattathias and his
five sons fled to the wilderness.

December 2017
international level in Israel every four years, the year
following the Olympic Games. Most traditional
Olympic sports are included. Some additional “sports”
include bridge, chess, golf, and bowling. There is also
competition in junior (15 – 18 year-old), masters (35
or 40 and over, depending on event), and paraolympic categories.

The first Maccabiah was held in the spring of 1932, in
Tel Aviv, a city of 50,000 residents. Israel’s first sport
stadium was completed there, barely in time for the
Games. The Maccabiah was opened by a colorful
parade through the streets of Tel Aviv led by Mayor
Meir Dizengoff riding a white horse. 390 athletes
from 18 countries attend, including 69 participants
from Egypt and Syria. The U.S. delegation was the
smallest – only ten participants. Poland, Austria and
the United States finishes 1-2-3 in team medals won.
The Maccabiah stirred an athletic spirit throughout
The short version of the story is that Mattathias died the Palestine and inspired the development of sports in
following year, and Judah, one of his sons, led a small
the Holy Land.
army of Jewish dissidents to victory, over the vastly
The 20th Maccabiah took
larger Syrian army of the Seleucid dynasty, using
place July 4 to 17, 2017.
guerrilla warfare. Judah and his followers became
The 20th Maccabiah
known as the Maccabees, derived from the Aramaic
games
brought together
word for hammer. After the victory, the Maccabees
10,000 athletes from 59
entered Jerusalem in triumph in 164 BCE and ritually
countries, making it the
cleansed the Temple, reestablishing traditional Jewish
third largest international
worship there, and installing Jonathan Maccabee as
sporting
event
in
the
world
after
the Olympic Games
high priest. More than 400 years later the rabbis of the
Talmud elaborated on the story to state that one small and FIFA World Cup. The Maccabiah held competitions in four categories (Open, Junior, Senior, and
cruse of oil lasted eight days, enabling the menorah to
Para) with 45 sports including bridge and chess.
stay lit while more ritually pure oil could be obtained.
Israel won the most medals, 1160 (390 gold), followed
by the U.S., 337 (132 gold).
Today Modi'in-Maccabim-Re'ut
is a city in the Central District of
At the Opening Ceremonies Canadian hockey player
Israel; it is located roughly halfway
Avi Steinberg proposed to his girlfriend Rachel on
between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv.
stage and then married her under a chuppah.
It was formed by the merger of
Modi'in and Maccabim-Re'ut in 2003. According to the
In keeping with its Mission to perpetuate and preserve
Israel Central Bureau of Statistics the city's 2009
the American Jewish community by encouraging
population was 72,700. It is a modern planned city, and
Jewish pride, strengthening Jewish bonds, and by
the highest standards of urban planning, environmental
creating a heightened awareness of Israel and Jewish
concern, and planning for future growth were taken into
identity, Maccabi USA established a Pre-Camp in
consideration during its design. Large green spaces
Israel in 1989, including B'nai Mitzvah and touring of
were incorporated into the city's layout and comprise
Israel. The organization has used the athletic
half of the area within the city limits. The long term
competition to promote Judaism and Israel with
projection of the Ministry of Housing is for the city to be
American youth.
home to 240,000 residents, thus becoming one of the
largest localities in Israel.
We see the evolution of the miracle in the examples
of Modi'in-Maccabim-Re'ut and the Maccabi
The name “Maccabee” has been adapted to become
movement. Whereas the biblical/historical holiday
the Maccabi or Maccabiah Games, an Olympic style
teaches us miracles performed by God to protect and
competition for Jewish athletes. (This is ironic since the perpetuate the Jewish people, the miracles of modern
Olympic Games originated in Greece, and glorified the
Israel and Jews everywhere teach us the process is
very culture the revolting Jews opposed.) It is held at an ongoing, and we must do our part.
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Pictures from Mitzvah Day at Temple Judea Sunday, November 6
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TREE OF LIFE

Congregation Shir Ami Memorial Board

This beautiful Tree of Life, with leaves
priced at $100 and rocks at $250 (one
remaining), makes a perfect way to
celebrate family occasions and support
Congregation Shir Ami.
The Tree is on a rosewood background
and consists of gold-colored leaves and
rocks. It is displayed at all Congregation
Shir Ami services and events.
For more information or to place an order,
call Sherry Dollins at (818) 886-7590.

If you would like to honor the memory of your
loved ones by dedicating plaques on our new
Memorial Board, please call Sherry Dollins at
(818) 886-7590 so she may mail you an order
form. The cost of each plaque is $36.
Each plaque may contain up to three lines of
engraving: English name, Hebrew name, and
the years of birth and death. Both of our
Memorial Boards are displayed at all our
services.

THE MIRACLES OF HANUKKAH
For well over a century
The culture in Israel was Greek.
The Jews adapted to a way of life,
Form and beauty to seek.

There they launched swift attacks;
The Syrians were in disarray.
Mattathius died the following year,
And his sons continued the fray.

For many years it wasn’t hard
To follow the Torah laws.
But then an edict was issued
That caused some Jews to pause

The next year, 165 BCE
The battle had been won.
And in Jerusalem the
Cleansing of the Temple begun.

In the Temple Antiochus IV,
An altar to Zeus erected.
Jewish worship was forbidden,
And many Jews defected.

Then came the celebration,
Eight days of sacrifice and song.
The Holy Lamp burned anew,
A symbol of right over wrong.

Soldiers went to the town of Modin,
And forced the Jews to bow.
Though many decided to obey,
Mattathius said, “No way, No how!”

Some 600 years later
The rabbis of the Talmud said
Oil that should last a single day
Burned for eight days instead.

He killed one Jew for bowing down
And the soldier who gave the order.
Then fled to the hills with his sons,
To the other side of the border

A miracle straight from God
Enabled the rededication.
A manifestation of the Light
That He formed at His Creation.

So now we have two
miracles,
And we are free to choose
Whether the Maccabeean
victory or
Menorah is more important
as Jews.
I think they’re both
important,
Each miracle in its place.
The victory is the province
of man,
The Menorah from God’s
Grace.
Stan Schroeder

Shop at Ralphs - Earn Money for Shir Ami
by Maralyn Soifer
Here is an easy way to earn
money for our Temple. We
are now officially a Ralphs’ community agency. All
you have to do is follow these simple instructions to
help earn money for Congregation Shir Ami.
1. If you don’t have a Ralph’s rewards card already,
go to the store or go to website www.ralphs.com
and select Order a Ralphs reward card.
2. Once you have your card, go to the website:
www.ralphs.com and select Create an account
3. If you have an account, your email address is your
account ID. If you forgot your password, select
Forgot your password? and you will receive an
email with instructions to reset it. Follow the
instructions to enter your email address and
create a new password.
4. If you already have a Ralph’s reward card and an
account, you will see Account Summary when you
login. You can change to our Temple by clicking
on Edit within Community Rewards.

December 2017
You can do a search for Congregation Shir Ami
by putting in the number 92785. Our congregation will pop up and click on the button next to
the name. Click on the button that saves the
changes.
5. You should also check the bottom of your
receipt when you shop. It should say “At your
request, Ralph’s is donating to
CONGREGATION SHIR AMI”.
6. If all else fails, call me in the evening at (818)
704-0306. I’ll be happy to walk you through it.
7. Start Shopping!
Make sure that the clerk swipes your card each
time you shop. Verify that your receipt shows a
contribution to Congregation Shir Ami at the
bottom.
Important Note: All participants must confirm
their selection annually starting in September.
On or after September 1, sign into your account
and reconfirm Community Rewards selection.

Congregation Shir Ami
P.O. Box 6353
Woodland Hills, CA 91365
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Thursday December 7, 7:30 - 8:30 pm
“Around the Rabbi’s Tisch” at the Vorspans’
This popular Shir Ami educational series continues its
5778 season. Come join us for our weekly discussion
of Rabbi Vorspan’s selected topics of Jewish interest.
We discuss Jewish texts and current events as they
relate to Jewish values and our lives as Jews. This is a unique opportunity
to learn and share in an informal format around the Vorspans’ dining room
table.
The Vorspans’ home is located at 22320 Philiprimm St. in Woodland Hills.
Call Rabbi Vorspan at (818) 888-9817 for more information.

Saturday December 9, 10:30 am: Torah/Shabbat
Study at Northridge Mobile Home Park
Stan Schroeder leads a Shabbat study session one Saturday
morning a month at 10:30 at the Northridge Mobile Home Park
Rec Room, 19120 Nordhoff St. We discuss the weekly Torah portion, the
Shabbat prayers that are included in our Contemporary service, and various
subjects relevant to Conservative Judaism.
Our next session will be December 9. The Torah reading
will be parsha Vayeshev (Genesis 37:1 - 40:23), the story of
Joseph being sold to the Ishmaelites by his brothers and
interpreting the dreams of Pharoah’s chief butler and chief
baker. We will also discuss the upcoming Hanukkah holiday. We are
commanded “la asok b’divrei torah” (to engage in the study of Torah). Join
us and fulfill the mitzvah.
Call Stan at (818) 718-7466 for more information.

Please join Congregation Shir Ami
on Saturday, January 20 at 10:00 am
(Service starts at 10:30 am)

at de Toledo High School
for a special Linen Shabbat.
Please bring NEW twin, full, or queen size blankets or quilts, NEW full
or twin size sheet sets, NEW full or twin size waterproof mattress
pads, NEW pillow cases, and NEW bath towels and washcloths to
Shabbat services on Saturday, January 20th. They will be given to moms
and their children in domestic violence shelters.There will be a speaker to
discuss the shelters and ongoing projects.

We look forward to seeing you and your family at this special community
mitzvah project Shabbat. Please bring your non-perishable SOVA food
donation to the service.
For more information, please call
Fran Kobulnick at (818) 345-2405
or Laura Simon at (818) 883-1765.

Sunday, December 10 at 2:00 pm
Neal Brostoff Classics to Klezmer
at de Toledo High School
22622 Vanowen St., West Hills

Neal Brostoff will take us on a delightful journey through legendary
Jewish Music. Neal was the Music Programs Coordinator for the
Mickey Katz Endowed Chair in Jewish Music at UCLA. He has taught
Jewish music courses at Loyola Marymount University, American
Jewish University, and UCLA. He has independently produced
Jewish music concerts and festivals and has served as Cultural
Affairs Director for the Israeli Consulate in Los Angeles and as Music
Specialist at the Skirball Cultural Center.
The cost is $10 per person and includes coffee and cookies. Call
Gladys Sturman at (818) 222-4604 for more information.
Mail the tearoff below to Congregation Shir Ami, PO Box 6353,
Woodland Hills, CA 91365.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Please reserve ____ places for Classics to Klezmer
Sunday, December 10 at 2:00 pm.
Include check payable to Congregation Shir Ami.
Name: ___________________________ Phone: ___________

Congregation Shir Ami Schedule of Shabbat Services 2017
Conducted by Rabbi David Vorspan at
de Toledo High School, 22622 Vanowen St., West Hills
Services held in library near the front entrance
Saturday 10:30 am (unless otherwise noted)

December 2017
Saturday, December 2 - Birthday
Saturday, December 16 - Anniversary

January 2018
Saturday, January 6 - Birthday, Consecration of officers
Saturday, January 20 - Anniversary, Linen Shabbat

February 2018
Saturday, February 10 - Birthday
Saturday, February 24 - Anniversary

David Vorspan
Rabbi

March 2018
Saturday, March 10 - Birthday
Saturday, March 24 - Anniversary

April 2018
Saturday, April 14 - Birthday
Saturday, April 28 - Anniversary

May 2018

Jordan Pistol
President

Saturday, May 12 - Birthday
Saturday, May 26 - Anniversary

June 2018
Saturday, June 9 - Birthday
Saturday, June 23 - Anniversary

If you would like more information about our congregation please visit our
website at www.shirami.com

